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THE 


CHESHIRE 
PROPHEC Y- 


HE Cheſhire R 
has met with ſo favoura- 
[ ble a Receptions from 
the Publick, who have already Y 
taken of Two large Editions of ä 
ic, that I am tempted to comply Vl 
with their Demands of a Third, 
which I have carefully Revis d 
and Corrected. I have alſo made 
ſome Additions to it from the In- 
formations of Intelligent Perſons 
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| of that County, where the Pro- 
plhecy is much in Vogue. 
Our Prophet Nixin was a ſort 
ol an Idiot, and us'd to be em- 
pPloy d in following the Plough; 
ö be bad livd in ſome Farmers Fa- | 
milies, and was their Drudge and | 
their Jeſt. At laſt Thomas Chdl- | 
wondeley of Vale- Royal, E1q; took 
him into his Houſe, and he liv'd 
there when he compos d this Pro- 
phecy, which he deliver d with 
as much Gravity and Solemnity | 
as if he had been an Oracle; and 
it was obſery'd, that though the 
1 Fool was a Drivler, wg could ; 
not ſpeak common Senſe when | 
be was uninſpir'd ; yer in delive- 
ring his Propheſies be Toke plainly | 
and ſenſibly, how truly will be 
ſhewn in the following Pages. 
1 As to the t time when he liv'd we | 
1 5 


mondeley, Eſq; Knight of the Shire 


cy. Some ungodly People think 


cannot fix it, but it muſt be du- 
ring the Exile, and after the Re- 
ſtauration of King Charles II. be- 
cauſe it was when Mr. Thomas 
Cholmapdeley, Father of Charles Chol- 


for the County, in the two laſt 
Parliaments, was living. | 

As to the Credit of the follow- 
ing Prophecy, I dare ſay it is as 
well atteſted as any of Noſtrada- 
muss or Merlin s, and has come to 
paſs as well as the beſt of *Squire 
Bickerſtaff's, the latter, the greateſt 
Prophet of the laſt Century. Now, 
wou d not have any Body laugh 
at it meerly becauſe it is a Prophe- 


there has been no Witch ſince the 
Witch of Endor, and no Prophet 
fince Malachi, but it is plain e- 
nough, that Great Men have in 


all | 


all Ages had reeourſe to Prophecy 
as well as the Vulgar. Fortune- 
telling is in the Low kind of Pro- 
| phecy, and yet thoſe Minor Pro- 
phets, the Fortune-tellers, have 
many Advocates to argue, and, if 
you pleaſe, to prove the Truth and 
Importance of their Predictions. | 
Not to give Inſtances out of Ane | 
cient Hiſtory of the Wonders per- 
ſorm d by Engliſh, Scots, and Triſh 
Prophets; the moſt Modern Story 
furniſhes us with Examples of the 
greateſt Monarchs that have re- 
ceivd Comfort trom the Art of 
Sooth-ſaying. I would not have all 
grave Perlons deſpiſe the Inſpira- | 
tion of Nixon, The late French 
King gave Audience to an inſpir'd 
Farrier, and Rewarded him with 
oo Piſtoles for his Prophetical In- 
telligence, tho by what I can 
. learn 
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e- learn he did not come near our 
o- Nixon for Gifts. 
-The Cheſhire Prophecy has ſo 
e many Oddneſſes in it, that I'm ſure 
it the Reader will be glad to ſee a 
d Thing which is as well known in 
- that County Palatine, as Mother 
Sbipton's in Yorkſhire. We do not 
indeed deliver it in Verſe as the 
old Oracles were, when the Pro- 
phets and Poets were all of one 
Trade, and Yates was a common 
Name for both; but the Simplici- 
ty, the Circumſtances and Hiſtory 
of it are ſo Remarkable, that 1 
coud not help communicating it 
to the Publick, who, I hope, will 
be as much delighted with it as I 
was my ſelf, By the way, this is 
not a Prophecy of to Day, tis as 
Old as Olwer, and the Story will 
make it appear, that there is as 
. little 
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little Impoſture in it as the Jaco- 
bites pretend there is in the Perſon 
it ſeems to have an Eye to; but 
whether they are both Impoſtures 
alike or not, I leave it to the 
Reader, and give him the Pro- 
phecy in the Phraſe of the Origi- 
nal as follows : 
There liv'd in former Times 
© a Fool, whoſe Name was Nixon, 


© He was kept in the Family at F 


* the Cholinondeley' of val. Roel 
in Cheſhire. One Day he came in 


from Plough out * the Field, 


© and laying „e, the Tbings be 
© had in 1 Hands, he remain d a 


little while in the Dumps, and 


© then with a hoarſe Voice, ſaid, 


Now I'll PROVE. 
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| CHESHIRE 
|PROPHECY. 


THEN a Raven ſhall build in a 
Lyons Mouth, then a King of 
England ſhall be driven out of his King- 
dom and never Return, and an Heir 

7 | ſball be born to the Cholmonadeley's Fa- 
_ | mily; an Eagle ſhall then fit on the Top 
fſof the Houſe, and his Heir ſhall live to 
ſee England invaded by Foreigners, who 
{hall come as far as de /a Mere Foreſt 
in Cheſbire, but a Miller, nam'd Peter, 
ſhall be born wich two Heels on one 
Foot, and ſhall at that Time be living 
in a Mill near Mr. Cholmondeley's, and 
{hall be Inſtrumental in delivering the 

| Nation. A Boy ſhall be born with three 
| Thumbs, and ſhall hold three King's 
Horſes, while England ſhall three times 
be Won and Loſt.in one Day. The 
„ Invader 
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| Invader ſhall be kilPd, and laid a- croſs 


a Horſc's Back like a Calf; the Mil- 


ler ſhall be Knighted by the Victori- 


ous Prince, and after that Exgland ſhall 

ſee happy Days, and Men of Valour, 

Virtue and Merit ſhall again Proſper. 
As & Token of the Truth of theſe 


Things, the Wall of Eſquire Cholman- 


deley's Houſe, towards the Pond, ſhall 
tall, and if it fall downwards, the 
Church {hall be oppreſs'd, bur if up- 
wards, againſt the riſing Hill on the 


fide of it, ir ſhall flouriſh again, and the 


Bones of a Br:rif King ſhall be found 
under it; the Pond ſhall run with Blood 


three Days, and the Crofs-Stone Pillar | 
in the Forreſt fink ſo low into the 
Ground, that a Crow from the top of 
it ſhall Drink of the beſt Blood in Eng- 


land. ; 


he Original may be ſeen in ſeveral Fa- 


milies in that County, and is particularly in 


the Hands of Mr. Egerton of Olton, with 


man other Particulars, as that Peckforton 


Mind. Mill ſhould be remov d to Ludditon 


Hill; that there ſhould be ſo great 4 
Slaughter of Men, that Horſes Sadaled 
1 {boula 
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11 
. ſhowd run about till their Girths rotted 
away, &c. But this is ſufficient to prove 
Nixon a great a Prophet as Partridge, 
and we ſhall give other Proofs of it be- 
fore we have done with him. „ 
I know your Prophets are generally for 


| Raw Head and Blood) Bones, and there- 


fore don't mind it much); or 1 might add, 
that Olton Mill ſhall pe driven with Blood 
inſtead. of Water. But theſe Sooth- Sayers 
are great Butchers, and every Hall is wit 
them a Slaughter- Houſe. | 
Now as for Authorities to prove this 
Prophecy to be Genuine, and how it has 
been hitherto accompliſh'd, I might refer 
auy ſelf to the whole County of Cheſhire, 


* where *tts in ever) ones Mouth, and has 


been ſo theſe Forty Years, As much as 1 
have of the Manuſcript was ſent me by 4 
Man of Senſe and Veracity, as little gi- 
den to Viſions as any Body: For my own 
Part, I build nothing on this or any other 
Prophecy, only there is ſomething ſo very 
odd in the Story, and jo pat in the word- 
ing of it, that I cannot help giving it as 
1 found it. | 

' The Family of the Cholmondeleys #s 
Very ancient in this County, and takes its 


— — 


B 2 Name 


— — 
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Cholmondeſton, but the Seat of that 


famous Family of abe Holcrofts. When 


"ut an Heir, but Thomas Cholmonde- 


P_ 


Name from a Place fo cald near Nant- 
wich; there are alſo Cholmton 22 


phet Nixon, 7s at Vale-Royal, oz the 
River Wever in de la MereForreft. *T was | 
formerly an Abbey, founded by Ed ward J. 
and came to the Cholmondeleys rom the 


Branch of the Family, which kept our 5 


5 
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Nixon prophecy'd, this Family was with. 


ley, Eſq; marrying the Daughter of Sir | 
Walter St. John had by her a Son. Mrs. 
Cholmondeley being with Child and fal- 
ling in Labour continu'd ſo for ſome Days, | 
all which time an Eagle fat on the Houſe 


Top and flew away when ſhe was deli ver d, 


as will be further mention d. 8 
A Raven is alſo known to have built in a | 
Stone Lyons Mouth in the Steeple of the 
Church of Over in the Foreſt of de la Mere; 
not long before the Abdication of Rin 
James, the Wall ſpoken of fell domu, and fell 
upwards, and in removing the Rabbiſh, were 
found the Bones of a Man of more than 
ordinary ſize; the Pond at the ſame time | 
ran with Water that had a reddiſh Tin- 
cture, and was never known to have done fo | 


before or ſince, Head: 4 
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Headleſs- Croſs in the Forreſt, which in 


the Memory of Man was ſeveral Foot high, 


is now ſunk within half a Foot of the Ground. 
In the Pariſh of Budworth, a Boy was 
born about Eighteen Tears ago with Three 
Thumbs, the Jouth is ſtill living there, and 
the Miller Peter lives in Nogginſhire 
Mills, in expectation of fulfilling this Pro- 
phecy on the Perſon of Perkin; he has alſo 
Two Heels on one Foot, but I find he does 
not intend to make uſe of them, for he's 4 
bold Briton, and a Loyal Subject to King 
George, zealous for the Proteſt ant Succeſſion 
in the Illuſtrious Houſe of Hanover, has 4 
Vote for the Knights of the Shire, and never 


" 
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5 
ſe Jug to give it on the Right Side; in 
Ls 


good C awe that Nixon has liſted him in, 


[+ 


fairer for it ; which the Lady E— 


| and if he aves not do the Buſineſs, this i 


muſt be ſaid of him, that wo Man will bid 
— 
was fo apprehenſive of, that wiſhing well 


to another Reſtauration, ſhe often inſti- 
gated her Husband to turn him out of the 


Mill, but he loot d upon it as 4 W, himſy, 


aud ſo Peter ſtill continues there, in hopes 


of being as good a Knight as Sir P—p 


Of 


— — — 


ſo Ka Laxalord was. 
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ord, Peter will Prate or Box for the  \ 


" Ag. 

| F this Peter I have been told that 
tie Lady Norris of Chelſea, and the 
[i Þ Lady St. John of Bater ſea have often 
been heard to talk, and that they both 
0 aſſerted the Truth of our Prophecy and its 
Accompliſhment, with Particulars, which 
are more extraordinary than any I have 
Jet mention d. That the Ring then Reign- 
ing hearing of Nixon's Predictions, woa'd 
weeds fee him. The Fool cryd and homl'd, 
and mou d not be perſwaded to go to Court, 
Jazing, He ſhou'd be Starv'd if he did; 


in, when they once come there, whatever 
they did before. The Ring being inform'd 
of Nixon's refuſing to come, ſaid he mau d 
Fake particular care that he ſhou'd not be 


4p; Nixon cry'd out, he was ſent for a- 
gain, and ſoon after the Meſſenger arriv'd, 


How, or whether he prophecy'd to his Ma- 
jeſty no Boay can tel, but he is not the 
575 Fool that has made a good Court 
Prophet. That Nixon might be well pro- 
vided for, twas order'd he ſbou d be kept. 
in the Ritchin, where he grew ſo wi 
0 | 3 ome 


Avery whimſical Fancy of his: Courts are 
wot Places where People uſe to Starue 


Star d, and order d him to be brought 


who brought him up from Cheſhire. 
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ſome in licking and picking the Meat, 
that the Cooks lockt him up in a Hole, 
aud the Court being to remove that Af 
ternoon, in the hurry, they forgot the Fool, 
and he was really Starv'd in it. | 
There are a great many Paſſages of this 


| e Life and Sayings tranſmit- 


ted by Tradition from Father to Son in 
this County Palatine, as that when he lid 
with a Farmer before he was taken into. 


Mr. Cholmondeley's Family, he goar'd 


an Ox ſo craelly, that oneof the Plough- 


men threatned to beat him for abuſing his. 
* Maſter's Beaſt, Nixon ſaid; My Ma- 
ſter's Beaſt will not be his this 
Three Days: A Life in an Eſtate drop- 
ping in that time, the Lord of the Mau- 
nor took the ſame Ox for a Herriot. This 

Account as Whimſical and Romantick as 

it is, was told to the Lady Cooper in the 

Tear 1670, by Dr. Patrick, late Biſhop af 
| Ely, then Chaplain to Sir Walter St. 
John, and that Lad) had the following fur- 
ther Particalars relating to this Prophecy, 
and the fulfilins of many Parts of it 
from Mrs. Chute, Siffer to Mrs. Chol- 
mondeley of Vale-Royal. ir 


_. Thet 
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5 That a Multitude of People gathering 
1 together to ſee the Eagle beforemention'd, 
„the Bird was frightewd, that ſhe herſelf. 
If was one of them, and that every one 
| cry'd, Nixon's Prophecy is fulfill'd, and 
if we ſhall have a Foreiga King. That. 
ſhe read it in Manuſcript at large, and 
\! that the Manuſcript was ftill in the Fa- 
mi. She particularly remember 'd that 
l Ring James was plainly pointed at, and 
I that it was foretold he ſgou d endeavour 
| to ſubvert the Laws and Religion of this 
Kjngdom, for which Reaſon they wou'd \ 
riſe and turn him out. That the Eagle, 
of which Nixon prophecy'd, perch*d on 
one of the Windows all the time her 
Siſter was in Labour, ſhe ſaid it was the 
biggeſt Bird ſhe ever ſaw, that it was in 4 
great Snom, and that it perch'd on the 
edge of a large Bow Window, which had a 
large Border on the out ſide, and that ſhe 
and many others opewd the Window to 
try to ſcare it away, bat it wou'd not ſtir 
till Mrs. Cholmondeley was deliver'd; 
after which it took a flight to a great Tree 
over againſt the Room her Siſter lay in, 
where having ſtaid about Three Days, it | 
flew away in the Night, She affirm'd far- 
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[ther to the fu Cowper, that the felling 
» lof the Garden Wall was à thing not to be 
If geeſtion'd, it being in ſo many Peoples Me- 
ue mor); that it was foretold, that the Heir © 
d ſef Vale-Royal, who mag then Burn. ſhould 
at. live to ſee England invaded by Foreigners, 

2d and that he. ſhould: fight bravely for bis 
a- [Prince and his Country; ſhe thought there 
at | were to be two Invaders, the one from the 
2d | Weſt, the other from the North, that he 
from 70 North ſhould bring with him of 
l Nations, Swedes, Danes, Germans, 

d \ and Dutch, that man Battles ould be 
le, Vought, and the laſt, 1 0 all ſhould be in de 
7 \Ja Mere Forreſt in Cheſhire, that the 
Heir of wy ſhoald ſuffer eue 
he That the whole 800 of his Proph-cy was tg 
4 fercits People to ſtand up in that Day for 
the Laws and Liberties of England, ſince 
4 great Ruin and Miſery ſhould befal thoje 
be hat mould betray them. He [2a FO - 
fo | Diſpute ſhould laſt Three Years, the 

ir | firſt Moderate, the ſecond Bloody, the 
1; third Intolerable, but that George, the 
ee | Son of George, ſhould put an End to 
1, all. That atrerwards the Church ſhould 
* Flouriſh, and Eng land be the moſt glo- 
1 riaus Nation upon 2 Earth. 4 ſame 
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1 ſen who knows Mr, Cholmondele y' Pond 
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Lach Cooper was not content to take theſs. | 
Particulars from Mrs. Chute, ſhe en- F. 

+ gaird of Sir Thomas Aſton of Aſton, of . 
the Truth of this Prophecy, and he atteſted |* 
it was in great Reputation in Cheſhire, I 
and that the Facts were known by every 
one to have happewd as Nixon ſaid they 
would; adding, that the Morning before 
the Garden Wall fell, his Neighbour Mr. 
Cholmondeley going to ride out a Hunt- 
ing, ſaid, as he paſt by it, Nixon ſeldom 
fail'd, but now I think he will, for he 
fore-told that this Day my Garden | 
Wall would fall, and I think it looks 
as if it would ſtand theſe Forty Years : 

| That he had not been gone a quarter of an 
Hour before the Wall ſplit and fell Upwards * 
againſt the riſing of the Hill, which, as | 
Nixon would have it, was 4 Preſage of 4 
Flouriſning Church n. 
As to the removal of Peckforton-Mill, 
it was done by Sir John Crew, the Miller 
having loſt its Trade there, for which he 
order d it to be ſet upon Ludditon Hill; 
and being asd if he did it to fulfil the 
Prophecy, he declar'd he never thought 
of it. 1 my ſelf have enquir'd of « Per- 
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fs. E. well 46 R famond*s, aud he aſſur'd me 


che falling F the Wall, andthe Ponds run- 


A | 
of” in | Blood, 45 they call it, are Facts, hi. 
| ia n Theſhife ay On would be rec tan 4 N. 1 4 


for making the leaſt Queſtion of them. 
There 3 A Particulars Fi 
ey in it, and but few of them remain unful- 
Je (ld ;, but the holding of the Three Rings 
„ | Horſes, and the Ma Kntebthood, when 
+. that will be, we want another Cheſhire 
n rophet to tell as : And when it comes to 
e paſs, ſome other Circumſtances may be ad- 
n {ded to Nixon's Prophecy, which are not 
convenient to be told "till they be accom- 
, pliſh'd. 2 . 
„ If I had mind to look into the Anti- 
Is | guities of this County, I might find that 
s } Proaigies and Prophecies are no unuſual 
4s | Things there. Camden tells us, that at 
Brereton, not many Miles from Vale- 
„Royal, which gave Name to a Famous, 
Ancient, Numerous, and Knightly Family; 
there is a Thing as ſtrange as the LT 
, 
2 
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f the Eagle, or the falling of the Wi 
which he 7 05 was atteſted to him by many 
Perſons, and was commonly believ'd. Be- 
fore any Heir of this Family dies, there 


| are ſeen in a Lahe adjpyning, the Bo- 
"= „„ 


men of ue Wer 2 Uthe 
ter for ſeveral Bs, Fe adds, 


5 toge 
t near the Abbey Sf St. Maurice.in 
Nele, there id Fiſh- Pond; in which 
Fam bep of Fiſhes are put equal to the 
Fahnder of Mots of that Place; and if 
ay & dne of chem heppens to be Sick, 
there is 2 Fb ſcen floating on the War 
ter too, and im eaſe the fit of Sickneſs 
proves fatal to the Mozk, the Fiſh fore- 
els 1 it by his own Death ſome days be- 
fore. This 120 Lened Camden relle Vi 


Opiales, of 0) the Tess ſwiming in the 
re Gear 3 7 all. «out 
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